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THIS Tract, Airſt printed for the uſe of a particular 
Pariſh, is now publiſhed with ſome Corrections and 
Additions, in hope that it may be more generally 
uſeful. It is therefore reſpectfully inſcribed to the 
Friends of true Religion and Government, who may 
think this attempt to promote the cauſe of Truth 
and Order worthy of their notice. 


Ys 


ADDRESS. 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


S. NCE it is the Duty of every Miniſter 
of the Goſpel to benefit his Pariſhioners by all the 
means in his power, that are conſiſtent with his ſacred 
office, I feel myſelf to be called upon by the particular 
circumſtances of the preſent time, to addreſs you not 
only from the pulpit, but by a method of inſtruction 
that is more general, and more laſting. To thoſe, who, 
from any difference of religious opinions, are not 
likely to receive inſtruction in the Church, this letter 
will, I hope, not be offenſive; I wiſh it may be 
acceptable: to thoſe who abſent themſelves from leſs 
excuſeable motives, it may be uſeful: to the reſt, I 
truſt that it will not appear to be idle or imper- 
tinent, 


However 
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However it may be accepted, of this I am ſure, 
that if I did not certainly know Religion, as it is pro- 
feſſed by the Church of England, to be the only 
ſecret of peace of mind and comfort, and the only way 
to endleſs happineſs after that this life is paſt, I would 
not profeſs it, or be a teacher of it. Nothing but a 
ſure conviction that the rule of faith and manners 
which we preach, is above all things neceſſary to our 
well-being now and hereafter, could make me anxious 
for vour obedience to it, or, I may add, careful of my 
own. It is my great and only wiſh, and that of every 
ſincere Miniſter of the Goſpel, that all men would 
enquire into it as diligently as they ought: and, ſurely, 
every one muſt think and feel, that if the covenant of 
the Goſpel pretends to be offered from Gop to man, 
for ſuch purpoſes, it is, at leaſt, worth his while to 
attend ſeriouſly to it. 

In the ſacred hiſtory of the New Teſtament, written 
by ſure witneſſes, are related the wonderful actions of 
JEsus Cirisr, We therein learn, that He, whom 
we call our Saviou, declared Himſelf to have come 
down from Heaven to teach men how they fhould 
live, to ſutter death for the ſinfulneſs of mankind, to 
promiſe a reſurrection after death to eternal life, to 
aſſiſt them thenceforward to the end of the world in 
performing his commands. It is impoſſible, in hearing 
or reading the above hiſtory, to the doing of Which 
earneſtly exhort you, not to be convinced, that He 


who 
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who did theſe wonderful works, and, laſtly, raiſed 
Himſelf from the dead and aſcended into Heaven, 
ſhould not be whatever He profeſſed Himſelf to be. 
And that He was ſo; that He was the Lord and 
Saviour and is hereafter to be the Judge ot the world, 
the prophecies or predictions that were publiſhed con- 
cerning Him, thouſands of years before his birth, 
from ſoon after the creation of the world until near 
the time when He was to appear on earth, make ſtill 
more ſure. Theſe prophecies, we know, are con- 
tained in the Old Teſtament. 

On theſe two great foundations, which are conti- 
nually brought forward to your notice in the ſervice of 
the Church; on the numerous, ancient prophecies, 
which nothing but the Eternal Wiſdom of the Moſt 
High God could reveal, which were never applicable 
to more than one Perſon; on the wonderful works 
which that perſon performed, impoſſible for any but 
Almighty Power to perform; on theſe do we this day 
receive Jeſus Chriſt as our Maſter and Lord. Theſe 
are foundations, my brethren, plain to the perception 
of all, and ſuch as no wit or learning can ever ſhake, 
no time can remove or impair, ſuch as, before a man 
can honeſtly reject, he muſt unmake himſelf or throw 
away the common reaſon of his nature. On them 


have millions of men profeſſed themſelves, to be 
Chriſtians, from the time that the bleſſed Goſpel was 
firſt publiſhed, unto the preſent day. And we ſurely 

truſt 


truſt chat the belief and profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
thus not founded on the wiſdom of men, but on the 
Power of God, the covenant of mercy and immortal 
life, ſhall never ceaſe from the earth. 

Having therefore ſuch reaſons to give for acknow- 
ledging ourſelves to be the diſciples of Chriſt, and 
knowing alſo “ the terrors of the Lord“ revealed 
againſt thoſe who reſiſt the truth, we, the Miniſters of 
this Religion, cannot but be ſerious and earneſt “ to 
perſuade men.” Appointed, as we are, through his 
authority, Stewards of the diſpenſation of his Goſpel, 
woe be unto us if we be careleſs ! 

You will ſuffer me, therefore, led as I am by ſuch 
motives, to addreſs you at this time on ſome ſubjects, 
wherein I think advice and inſtruction to be eſpecially 
uſeful and neceſſary to you. 

But, before that I enter on them, I truſt I ſhall have 
your thanks, if I undertake briefly to remove ſome 
errors which are known to have too much prevailed, 
eſpecially of late, concerning the very cauſes and 
principles of the Chriſtian life. I mean, Faith, and 
the Grace of the Holy Spirit. The word of Gop, 
which alone can give true wiſdom, on theſe and all 
ſimi ar points, has been darkened and miſrepreſented 
by falſe teachers, men who do not underſtand it, and, 
I cannot but add, many who are not inclined to teach 
it in honeſty and ſincerity of mind, 


Fairs, 
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Fart, to us, is neither more nor Jeſs than a belief 
of what the Holy Scripture, particularly that of the 
New "Teſtament, contains. Looking on this as the 
word of Almighty Gop, which hath been revealed to 
mankind in the ſeveral ages of the world, and handed 
give 3 full aſſent to the 
information which it conveys to us. Now we thence 


down to the preſent, we 


{carn that there is one G0, and one Redeemer of 
mankind from their offences, Jeſus Chriſt. And, 
among other great truths, one which we are taught, 
ts, that after our death we thall be raiſed again with 
gur bodies, to live for ever in Heaven, it we make 
it our care in this life to obey the commands of our 
Lord Jeſus Chritt. Believing then this, and other 
tuch truths as are there made Known to us, we are by 
them induced to become and profeſs ourſelves to be 
Chriſtians, or Diſciples of the Redeemer. We accord- 
ingly make it the carnett buſineſs of our lives to do in 
all things as He hath enjoined ; in the firm hope, that, 
by doing ſo, we ſhall have pardon for our fins, and be 
exalted io that everlaſting glory which He hath pro- 
miſed. And then, finding, as often as we reflect on 


our ways, that we do finccrely endeavour to follow 


tis precepts and example, and that we hope to 
become by degrees yet more perfect, we conſequently 
icel a peace and joy of heart, which this world can 
neither give nor take away, for by this proof we 
now that we are in a ſtate of ſalvation. © The tree 
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is,“ according to our Saviour's own direction, proved 
to be good by © the fruit“ which it bears. Our 
Faith is demonſtrated not to be © dead,” becauſe it 
cauſeth the effect of a good and holy life. 


Let no man, my Brethren, ever ſeduce you from 
this plain account of Faith, or Belief; to which 1 
ſhall now add a Doctrine, equally plain, concerning 
the Grace of the Holy Spirit. This is given us for 
no other purpoſe than to enable us to do that which 
our reaſon, if clear and unprejudiced, would admo- 
niſh us to do, on conſidering what the Goſpel has 
made known. It produces in us no other effects than 
what our Faith or Belief in Scripture would of itſelf 
cauſe, if our nature was not weak, and, unhappily, 
much inclined to evil: and it is not otherwiſe than by 
its effects diſtinguiſhable from the working of our 
own minds. It cautes m us that ew birth, or regence- 
ration, which our Saviour told Nicodemus that it 
thould, together with water, that is, Baptiſm, effect; 
that change, wrought in us and perfected by degrees, 
whereby, in a ſtrong yet common figure of ſpeech, 
we become © new men,” different in our affections, 
diſpoſitions, and defigns, from what we are by nature 
only; © created ancie,” as it were, or © renewed ” 
unto © the image and likenefs of God,” in which man 
was at fir/t created (Gen. i. 26, 27. Colofl. iii. 10.) 
unto 1/ghteouſneſ3 and holin . The Spirit therefore, 


* 


as 


11 


as the Apoſtle ſays, (Rom. viii. 16.) bears witneſs with | 
our ſpirit, © that we are the ſons of God,” not from 
ſenſible impreſſions, raptures, and ecſtaſics, but 
becauſe, as he had ſaid juſt before, „We through 
the ſpirit do mortify the deeds of the body; for as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, ?hey are the 
{ons of God.” The witneſs then that the Spirit gives 
to our ſpirit is the conſciouſneſs that we lead a good 
life, in every branch of our duty to God and man, 
abſtaining from all that is evil. This is, in ſcriptural 
language, to“ mortify the deeds of the body,” and 
* to live or walk after the ſpirit not after the fleſh.“ 
And from this conſciouſneſs the Spirit ſuggeſts to 
every good Chriſtian's ſpirit not to fear, but to look 
up to God with love and confidence, and © to cry, 
Abba, Father.” What the deeds of the body or fleſh 
are, and what the fruits of the Spirit, you may read in 
the 5th chapter of the ſame Apoſtle's Epiſtle to the 
Galatians, from verſe 16th to verſe the 23d. To con- 
clude: we then certainly pretend, as much as any 
others, to have“ the Spirit of God; we are © filled 
by it with all joy and peace ank believing „ we have 
the “ love of God dwelling in us;” we © walk by 
faith; ” we have © fellowſhip” with God and our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; we have a full aſſurance of falvation. 
And we judge of the reality of our pretenfions to thoſe 
things by the ſure rule which the Scripture hath given. 
© Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we 

B 2 keep 
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keep His commandments. He that ſaith, I know 
Him, and keepeth not his commandments, 1s a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. But whoſo keepeth His 
word, in him verily is the love of God perfected ; 
hereby know we that we are in Him.” (1 John ii. 3, 5.) 
Let me then warn you, that to think we have the 
Spirit becauſe of our feelings, alone or chiefly, how- 
ever warm or ſtrong, is to act contrarily to God's 
word. Theſe may, let me further warn you, often be 
of a kind which you little ſuſpect, very different 
from the effects of that Spirit, which © 1s firſt pure, 
then peaceable.” To depend on ſuch an evidence of 
the Spirit is a falſe and deceitful hope ; leads to what 
is unbecoming towards God, and is diſguſting in the 
ſight of men, takes off our attention and care from 
the moral duties of hte, and from © charity,” which 
« js the end of the commandment ;” and, laſtly, as 
it is an evidence, which perſons under misfortune and 
trouble of mind or weakneſs of body cannot always 
poſſeſs, it leads to doubt, diſtruſt, and deſpair. 


I now proceed to thoſe important particulars of 
our common duty, on which in theſe days I think it 
eſpecially ſeaſonable to inſtruti and exhort you. 


The firſt is the duty of public Prayer, neither juſtly 
valued nor rightly underſtood by many amongſt us. 


Suffer me then to remark, that all are called upon to 
attend. 
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attend it by every conſideration "oP" can be imnors 
tant to a man, and eſpecially to a CHriſtian. Let us 
not,” my Brethren, “ forſake the aſſembling ourſelves 
together, as the manner of ſome is.” It is not a 
matter of idle form or ceremony: it is the debt of 
homage and worthip due to God, as He is the Maker, 
the Ruler, and ſupreme Lord of all, who has a right 
to be publickly owned and adored as ſuch; who will 
never excuſe any from doing this conſtantly and regu- 
larly, for © them that honour Him will He honour, but 
thoſe that deſpiſe Him ſhall be hghtly eſteemed, that 
is, rejected of him and puniſhed. It is the natural, 
the neceſſary mean of ſecuring to ourſelves the favour 
of Him © in whom we live, and move, and have our 
being.” It is the mean alſo appointed by Him- 
ſelf of bringing up, and comfirming men in the way of 
truth and happineſs, and reclaiming them to it. It 
is therefore ſo pleaſing to God and our Saviour, that 
the latter hath ſaid, © when two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am 1 in the midſt of 
them.” And hence our prayers in the public ſervice 


of the Church, are, we may juſtly infer, more eſpe- 


cially acceptable, and theretore more beneficial to our- 
ſelves, than even thoſe which we offer in private. 

But I have to add on this ſubject, that if you mean 
to procure for yourſelves thoſe bleſſings which the 
Almighty Power and infinite Mercy of God can 
beſtow, you mult really and devonutly join in the prayers 

that 
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that are offered ap in the Church. No leſs abſurd 
and brutiſh, than, I fear, common, is it for men to go 
to the Church, without attending to the buſineſs for 
which they go thither. Inſtead of ing for bleſſings 
on themſelves and others, they ſeem careleſs hearers 
of the Prayers that are offered, and conſequently, 
*« have not, becauſe they aſk not.” It is indeed no 
wonder, if thoſe who do noi conſider the great ends 
of frequenting the Church, and are not duly aware of 
them, are even indifferent about going thither at all; 
unleſs it be, as is too uſual, for the ſake of hearing 
the Sermon, or, alas! for worſe reaſons. But let 
them underſtand, that thoſe who are not intereſted in 
the Frayers, are not likely to receive from the beſt 
- Sermons any real or laſting advantage. They may 
gratify curioſity, may pleaſe themſelves with judging 
of the merits of a Preacher, may even be affected, 
very deeply for a moment, but will never reform a 
fingle fault, or make the leaſt progreſs towards per- 
ſection. Yet every thing ſhort of theſe, and of the 
great buſineſs of Prayer, is very far indeed from the 
mark and purpoſe.of theſe ſolemnities. 

Under this head I ſhould alſo, in few words, include 
Family-Prayer. In all families, where the maſter or 
ſome other perſon is able to read a few prayers 
diſcreetly ſelected from the Common Praver Book, I 
exhort you to it as an important Chriſtian duty, which 
is too often neglected. It is, in the next degree to 


public 
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public worſhip, advantageous for all the ends which 
recommend that to our practice. It, as it were, 
conſecrates every houſe to God's ſervice, and draws 
down a bleſſing on it. As to the time to be ſpent 
in this duty, this is to be ſuited to the convenience of 
every family. Indeed I with to remark, that a few 
prayers, decently and earneſtly offered up, are 
infinitely preferable to a great many haſtily read over. 
Nor do I mean to confine you to the ufe of- the Book 
of Common Prayer, if you give a preference to any 
of thoſe forms of tamily devotion, which pious and 
diſcreet men have publiſhed. | 


Private Prayer is our next concern. As the public 
ſupplications in the Church reſpect our common 
wants; private Prayer implores allo ſuch particular 
bleſſings, as each individual among us may need for 
himſelf, his family, and friends. It is likewiſe con- 
tinual and daily, and is in every man's own power, 
even if he be deprived of the means of frequenting 
the Church, or enjoy not the opportunity of family 
devotions, and may be offered as each man has need, 
on all occaſions, at all times, in all places, and in any 
form or manner of uttering it. To the habitual uſe 
of this let me very earneſtly exhort you: yet it almoſt 
appears abſurd to think that any one wants to be 
exhorted to what is evidently necef/ary, and is ſo 
glorious a privilege to men. To be in the daily 

practice 
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practice ot ſpeaking unto the Almighty Author of 
our exiſtence, about ourſelves and our detires; ot 
holding that communion with Him now on earth, 
which ſhall hereatter conftitute our happineſs in 
Heaven, is ſuch a privilege, as no reaſonable being 
can bear to be deprived of. Strange, that our 
weakneſs, our various wants which we are ſolicitous 
to ſupply, our ſorrows and calamities which often no 
aid of men can remove, ſhould not in this world teach 
us to look up to the Maker and Diſpoſer of all, who 


as a father pitieth his children, is mercitu] to thoſe 


that fear him!“ Strange indeed, that we wiltully 
depart from Him, in whom we all © live, and move, 
and have our being! But ſtranger hill, that Chriſ- 
tians, who call themſelves ſuch, in the hope of deriving 
happineſs in Heaven from His preſence, ſhould avoid 
or neglect a communion with Him on earth! 

Let us conſider that private Prayer and pious 
reflection are the food and life of our holinets. The 
habitual uſe of theſe is therefore neceſſary to our 


being Chriſtians in deed, and not in name only. And 


it has been remarked, that as long as we continue 
in the uſe of theſe, and no longer, we may continue 


to hope that we either: are right or thall become fo. 
Next to prayer, Reflection is the moſt neceſſary to us, 


and the moſt natural of all things. By this I mean 
reflection on thoſe things which we believe, and on 
what we oug/t.to do. Surely we ſhould think on that 
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ſupreme Nature, thoſe adorable Perſons, to whom, 
though unſeen, all that we are, have, or hope for, is 
owing; on thoſe awful tranſactions, relating to us, 


which we believe from Scripture to have taken place, 


on thoſe future events, which we believe to be moſt 


intereſting to us, the ſtate in which according to our 


actions here we are to live unto all eternity; to which 
we are every day, and we know not how ſpeedily, 
approaching. 

And whoever, from time to time, thinks on the great 
articles of his Faith or Belief, and is duly affected by 
them, cannot but next conſider the Law given him to 
obey, and compare his conduct with it. In ſhort, our 
bulineſs here is to call frequently to mind why it con- 
cerns us to be good, and whether we are ſo. He who 
omits to de theſe two things, as long as he lives, acts 
a fooliſh and unnatural part. 

I am here, in concluſion, led to warn any whom it 
may concern, againſt a wretched and abſurd purpoſe 
of delaying ſuch reflection, and the repentance that 
may follow it, to a future time. He who delays this 
an hour, thereby leflens his chance of becoming what 
Reaſon and Duty require hun to be: the deſign of 
putting it off till another opportunity, is itſelf a fin: 
and he who defers it till old age and death approach, 
knows not what Religion is. What he calls Repen- 
tance, is none: nor will any avai! him, at any time, 
unleſs it be very different from what he himſelt 

C deſigns 
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deſigns it to be, very different from what all thoſe are 
thought to attain, who cloſe a bad or careleſs life with 
expreſſions of ſorrow, which their fears extort, and 
who die contented with this miſerable and idle cere- 
mony of, what is termed, a death-bed Repentance. 


The third object of my Addreſs to you are the 
Sacraments, as they are called, of the Chriſtian cove- 
nant. Of theſe the firſt is Bapti/n. As this is little 


underſtood by many, and is miſrepreſented by 


thoſe among us who ſay that infants are not to be 
baptiſed, I requeſt your attention to the plain account 
which I ſhall give you of it, according to Scripture 
and ancient Hiſtory. | 
Baptiſm is the form of admiſſion into the Covenant 
with God, which is by Jeſus Chriſt. The former cove- 
nants with the Moſt High, as all the great acts of his 
Providence, were, as we know, deſigned to prepare 
the world for this laſt univerſal covenant with mankind. 
And as the covenant itſelf, and every important part 
of it, were before ſhadowed out and repreſented in 
the former covenant with God through Moſes, this 
ſolemn rite was therein repreſented by Circumciſion, 
the form of admiſſion into that covenant. Both theſe 
torms have been appointed by the authority of God ; 
who, becauſe He may be as gracious as He pleafeth, 


may grant a covenant or agreement, for any þlethags, 


to 
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to any of his creatures, without any claim of right on 
their part. Indeed, after the fall of our firſt parents, 
and the corruptneſs of our nature which was cauſed 


by it, there was no longer any claim of right left on 


our part: we have been all born the children of 
wrath. Now, the Jewiſh Covenant and the Chriſtian 
ſo far agree with one another. Becauſe Abraham 
offered up Tſaac at God's command, the Almighty 
was pleaſed to make a covenant with all his poſterity ; 
whereby the Divine Favour and Protection, and an 
inheritance in the land of Canaan, were adjudged to be 
given to them: and circumc iſion was appointed to he 
the ſeal and ſign of that covenant unto all to whom it 
was granted; as among men the ſigning and ſealing 
of any agreement gives being and force to the agree- 
ment. This, as I have ſaid, was a tranſaction deſigned 
to prefigure or ſhew forth the ſecond covenant with 
all mankind in the Goſpel, under which we live. 
Since, becauſe the Son of God, our bleſſed Redeemer, 
offered up lime, on the croſs, the Almighty Father 
has been pleaſed to make this laſt covenant; whereby 
luis favour, and an inheritance after this life in TTea- 
ven, our bleffed Canaan, are pledged to be given to us: 
and Baptiſm is the ſeal of this covenant, and is in the 
New Teſtament ſhewn to be the circumciſion of 

Chriſt, that is, of his appointment. Coloſſ. li. 11, 12. 
What then? was not circumciſion, by God's com- 
mand, adminiſtered to infants on the ezghth day after 
their burth? Do we not rightly then come to this 
e 3 concluſion ; 
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concluſion; that in admitting infants to Baptiſm alſo, 
as ſoon as they can bear it, we have the example and 
authority of God Himſelf for doing lo ? 

That no man may have to ſay, that there is any 
difference between the two covenants as to this matter, 
let me remind you that they are quite paralle! in all 
reſpects. The conditions of both are perfectly alike. 


The perſonal conſent and obedience of every indivi- 
dual who entered the firſt covenant, were as requiſite 


Nas they are for thoſe who enter into the ſecond. Yet 
God ordered, that intants, who could not make any 
choice for themſelves, were to be brought by their 
parents into covenant with Him: and as God ordained, 
ſo we do. Surely it is brutiſh not to perceive, that 
every thing created is to be brought withcut doubt or 
delay into a covenant with it's Maker. It is moſt 
plainly the duty of a child's parents to provide this 
benefit, as much as it is to enter into any bargain 
evidently requiſite and advantageous in his worldly 
concerns, or to procure any other neceſſaries for it. 
It would be as reaſonable to let it want any other 
thing needful for it, till it could chooſe for itſelf, as 
this which is the © one thing needful.” 

Faith before Baptiſm was and is neceflary for per- 
ſons of full age, converted from infid ty. This is 
too plain and reaſonable to be queſtioned. But it 1s 
not therefore abſurd, that infants ſhould be bap. 
before they are capable of faith, and ſhould afterwards 

| be 
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be brought up © in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” The Almighty was pleaſed to grant his 
bleſſing to children covenanted with him by circum- 
ciſion: and now He in like manner bleſſes our endea- 
vours to render thoſe who are in covenant with Him 
by Baptiſm, worthy of Him. They become true and 
actual believers by degrees, as their reaſon opens to the 
perception of the firſt ſimple truths of Religion; as 
they afterwards daily advance in the knowledge and 
in the practice of the Goſpel: till, at length, being 
arrived at that proficiency and that age, when they 
can take up a reſolution to perſevere in a religious 
life, they make it publicly in the ſolemn rite of Confir- 
mation, and are thencetorward admitted to the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. 

Let us alſo remember, that the future condition of 
the child, as he grew up, was the ſame under the 
Law, as it is now under the Goſpel. If he then took 
up and perſevered in a reſolution of keeping the 
terms of the - covenant, he continued to enjoy its 
promiſed bleſſings: if he refuſed, he was rejected by 
God; his circumcition became uncircumcition. And 
exactly ſo it is alſo now: Baptiſm availeth nothing, 
it the Chriſtian does not fulfil the terms of the Chriſ- 
tian Covenant. 

Wherefore, to conclude this parallel between the 
two covenants: Both are the free bounty of the Moſt 
High, who may therefore give the advantages of it to 

children 
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children as well as to grown perſons; to thoſe who 
cannot accept the offer of them, as well as to thoſe 
who can: and neither claſs have any title or claim 
from their own merit. Let us, laſtly, remember, that 
the advantages of both covenants are alike necefary 
to children and to thoſe of mature years. They are 
not to be poſtponed a moment heyond the firſt conve- 
nient opportunity of procuring them ; certainly not 
until years of diſcretion. To the Jewiſh children, 
the advantages of their covenant were, from the 
moment of circumciſion, a deliverance from the 
wrath and temporal judgment of God, to which they 
were liable; together with advantages of every kind 
which one child could poſſeſs beyond another. To 
Chrittian children are ſecured by Baptiſm privileges 
after the ſame manner, but infinitely more valuable. 
They have an immediate deliverance from that wrath 
of God here and hereafter, under which every man is 


born: we are, as the Scriptures teach; born of a cor- 


rupted nature, ſinful before God, incapable of being 
accepted by Him. We may, if we are not blind, ſee 
this in the very firſt propenſities and actions of infancy ; 
and thence may too ſurely trace more and more, as 
children grow up, in thouſands of inſtances, the 
working of a perverſe and evil principle. From the 
guili and pollution of this, Baptiſm, by the merits of 
Chriſt's death, is appointed by Him to deliver us. 
But without Baptiſm, it the child ſhould die, he dies 

in 
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in his ſins. This doctrine is plain: how wnterefting 
alſo it is, let every parent conſider. 
To proceed : when our Lord therefore gave com- 
mand to his Apoſtles, “ Go ye and teach, or make 
diſciples of, all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt,” the Apoſtles certainly underſtood that thoſe 
who ſhould be converted, were to be baptiſed them- 
ſelves and alto their children; for ſuch had been the 
appointment of God in circumciſion, to which, being 
Jews, they were accuſtomed. It the Almighty then 
had defigned to make an alteration tor the future in 
his dealing with infants, He would doubtleſsly have 
then declared it: but this He did not do, as far as we 
can learn from Scripture. Nor indeed can we. ſup- 
poſe that our Heavenly Father would be leſs gracious 
to them under the bleſſed covenant of Mercy, than 

He had been under that of the Jewiſh Lac. 
We, farther, learn from hiſtory, that the Jews had 
(and have to this day) a cuſtom of bapti/ing as well as 
circumciſing the children of thoſe Heathens who were 
converted to the worſhip of the true God. This 
ſeems to have been the caſe before our Saviour's time, 
and is pretended to have been practiſed by Moſes 
himſelf. And hence, they expected, when Elias, who 
was in their opinion to be the fore-runner of the 
NMeſſiah, or when the Mefliah Himſelf ſhould come 
to eſtabliſh a new covenant, they ſhould be baptiſed 
into 
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into it. When John the Baptiſt therefore baptiſed, ] 
and yet denied that he was either Elias or Chriſt, they f 
aſked, « why baptifeſt thou them? Wherefore our t 
Lord, who adopted the Jewith cuftom of baptiſing, 

and uſed it in the room of circumciſion, as He ts no 

where related to have made any change in regard to a 
infants, rauſt be ſuppoſed not to exclude them. It is {] 
not, then, to be argued, that the Scripture of the u 
New Teſtament, which does not mention the inſtances t. 
of any infants that were baptiſed, at all means that M 
they were excluded. The only reaſon why they are V. 
not particularly related to have been baptiſed, is, that ( 


it was an univerſal, eſtabliſhed, and well known 
cuſtom, that they were baptiſed along with their 


parents. It was not needtul to mention them; while v 
the Baptiſm of the parents was mentioned, becauſe to 
that would ſhew the fucce/s of the Goſpel in con- ot 
verting thoſe who had been brought up and lived in lie 
other religions. When we therefore read of a man B 
being converted and baptiſed with his houſehold, we Ji 
are certainly deſigned to underſtand, that the children it 
were included. 8 bl 

The laſt thing on this part of the ſubje& which I pr 
have to mention, is, that the Church of Chriſt, as 11! 
far as appears from hiſtory, has conſtantly admitted LiC 
infants to Baptiſm. Wherefore they, who in theſe C11 
latter days have refuſed it to them, have departed we 
from the practice of all the ancient diſciples of our he 


Lord ; 
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Lord; who cannot yet but be ſuppoſed to have 
followed the direction and example of the Apoſtles 
themſelves. 

Let me now aſk any parcnts among you, whether, 
aſter this account of the authority under which we 
act, they can bear the thought, that their children 
ſhould die, as they too eaſily may in their early years, 
under the general ſentence of God's wrath ? whether 
they can have the heart to deny them thoſe privileges 
which our Church afhrms this Sacrament to bring, 
viz. to be made © Members of Chriſ, children of 
Cod, und inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven?“ 


After having thus ſhewn the main pretence, on 
which Anabaptiſts forſake the Church, to be contrary 
to Scripture, I have no need to fay much on any 
other argument. They aſſert further, that the Immer- 
ion of the whote body 1n water is neceſſary to Baptiſm. 
But, in truth, this is ſo obviouſly a matter of Jeror/h 
ſuperſtition, rather than of Chriftzan obſervance, that 
t deſerves little or no regard. For had even our 
vilefled Lord's Apoſtles and their Diſciples been ex- 
preſsly ſaid to have thus, generally, baptiſed, I admo- 
niſh you, that it would not have rendered ſuch a par- 
[cular ſorm neceſſary to other perſons under different 
ctreumftances. If difficulty of providing ſufficient 
water, ill health, or any ſimilar accident ſhould have 
been in the wav, Chriſtian Liberty and Reaſonableneſs 

D would 
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would have diſpenſed with it. For, obſerve, our 
Lord's fole command in the inſtitution of Baptiſm 
was, © go and make diſciples of all nations, baptiſing 
them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt.” To baptiſe in theſe names is all 
that is requiſite, What then is it to baptiſe? It 
is to © waſh,” in whatever manner that was performed, 
Hence we read, in the original Ianguage of the New 
Teſtament, of baptiſing before meals after returning 
from the market, and of baptijing cups, pots, brazen 
veſſels, and tables, which thoſe who tranſlated it into 
our language, have rendered wa/hing. From theſe 
paſſages it alſo appears that to baptiſe was a religious 
ceremony or act of purifying : and to baptiſe perſons 
was deſigned to repreſent their purification from a 
moral pollution before contratted. And hence, that 
may be brief, Chriſtian Baptiſm to men converted 
from a falle Religion was to repreſent an inward 
purification from all their former bad habits and dif- 
poſitions of mind, which were now forgiven and done 

away. 
This being the import and meaning of water in 
Baptiſm, nothing is necegurtly required, but that it 
ſhould be uſed agreeahle thereto, ſo as to convey this 
ſignification. If therefore /prinkling does this, it per- 
forms all that is neceſſary and eſſential to the purpoſe; 
and immerſion or dhhing does no more. And I 
repeat, that to lay any ſtreſs or make a conſcience of 
| rejecting 
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rejecting either mode is not according to the reaſonable 
liberty of Chriſtians; or it is to act according to the 
temper of the Phariſees, who dwell not on the ſpirit 
but on the letter of the law. | 

do not mean by this to expreſs any doubt that in 
many inſtances, even generally, Baptiſm was anciently 
performed by dipping the whole body. But on the 
other hand I am alſo perſuaded, that even in the 
Apoſtles' time, there were exceptions. For we read 
not only of three thouſand being baptiſed in one day, 
of Cornelius's houſehold, (when St. Peter ſeems to 
ſpeak of water being brought for Baptiſm,) and of the 
baptiſing of women, but of Baptiſm having been admi- 
niſtered to the keeper of a priſon and his houſehold 
in the prifon at midnight. And what, may we aſk, 
muſt have been the caſe of thoſe who were baptiſed 
in ſickneſs, or even on their death bed? 

All that I think it neceſſary to add on this ſubject is 
a plain, and, I ſhould ſuppoſe, a ſatisfactory reaſon, 
way Baptiſm was ever performed by immerſion or 
dipping the whole body. It was merely becauſe it 
was the ordiniry practice of the inhabitants of eaſtern 
climates ſo to wath and cleanſe their perſons. This 
we know from hiſtory. In thoſe hot climates, health, 
decency, and comfort required it. What, therefore, 
was neceſſary to cleanlineſs, could not but with the 
utmoſt propriety be one common way at leaſt of a 
ceremony, whoſe ſole end is to repreſent and ſhadow 
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out the new purity and holineſs of the perſon bap- 
tiſed. What is the plain conſequence of this, but 
that in any other country, where ſuch a method of 
cleanſing the perſon is not in common uſe, fuch a 
method of Baptiſm has no reaſonableneſs or propriety? 
It is with the ſtricteſt reaſon, therefore, that in theſe 
northern climates, we adopt that ceremony which 1s 
ſuitable to our uſual manner of cleaning the perſon. 
Since this being all that cleanlineſs generally requires, 
it is fully ſignificant of the end of Baptiſm, the 
inward purity that is expreſſed hy it. This is the 
true rational imitation of the Apoſtohcal example, and 
muſt eſpecially appear ſo to thofe who conſider the 
many exceptions to their general rule above noticed, 
and the reaſons that may be drawn from confideration> 
of heaith and decorum. | 

I leave now the whole ſubje&t to the calm judg- 
ment of every fincere man who has been led by the 
errors of a new ſect, unheard of till late times, to caſt 
himſelf off from the communion of the Church of 
his country, : 


On the other Sacrament alſo, the Lord's Supper, 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel have too much occaſion 
to exhort their Pariſhioners. This inſtitution, ordained 
juſt before his death by the Saviour of the world, in 
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order that all ſhould ſhew a grateful remembrance ef 


what He ſuffered for them, is neglected or refuſed by 
very many of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians. 
Many excellent books have been written, and num- 
berleſs diſcourſes preached, to ſhew that this beha- 
viour is unreaſonable and inexcuſable. And, on my 
part, I earneſtly intreat you, not to think yourſelves 
ſafe in following your own or others errors in this 
important matter, but to attend to a few remarks 
which I ſhall here lay before you. When you have 
conſidered theſe, then aſk yourſelves, why ſhould I 
not go to the Lord's table? Can | or any other perſon 
be ſafe in ſtaying away? 

Firſt then, to receive this Sacrament is not the 
privilege or duty of any Chriſtians z particular: it 
belongs univerſally to all, to one as much as to 
another. We are all Chriſtians equally, are all alike 
ſaved by our Redeemer's ſufferings, and therefore all 
vike have a common right in partaking of this remem- 
brance of them. Birth, fortune, education, and 
knowledge make no difterence between us. The 
Goſpel was preached to the poor and all its concerns, 
its duties, and its privileges belong to them, fully as 
much as to the rich, learned, and noble. Whoever 
therefore neglects to receive this Sacrament, neglects 
lis common duty as a Chriſtian, and let him remem- 
ber, that he who refuſes to obey any one command of 
his Saviour, “ 7 none of his.” 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, to receive this Sacrament worthily, is in 
every Chriſtian's power. It cannot indeed but appear 
to you, that what your merciful Saviour has com— 
manded you to do, is fate and practicable. If then 
any books written by men, or any converſation with 
men, have made you think otherwiſe, you may be 
ſure, either that you have miſtaken thein, or that they 
have not taught you diſcreetly, and according to 
God's word. The only preparation neceſſary, is, to 
conſider with honeſt care, whether you do ſincerely 
endeavour above all things to obey the commands 
which our Saviour has delivered in the Goſpel. He 
who does this, and carneſtly refolves, by God's grace, 
to ceaſe from all that he does amiſs, is a worthy par- 
taker of the Lord's Supper. You ſee then that this 
preparation is eaſy to be performed by all of you. It 
may be made almoſt every day of your lives; often 
in the midſt of your daily employment: it requires no 
ceremony or form. 

It will now appear to you, and I with much to 
remind you, that ſuch an examination of our own 
ways would be our neceſſary concern, whether there 
were any ſacrament or not. For, ſince it is our main 
buſineſs in this life fo to live as that we may hope for 
happineſs hereafter, it is our continual concern alſo to 
be fatisfed that we do fo live. Every day therefore. 
at leaſt every returning Sabbath, it is our great intereſt 


to conſider, whether we arc going on aright in our. 


conduct 
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conduct towards God and our Redeemer, in all con- 
cerns with our neighbour, and in the management of 
ourſelves. Whoever needs any help in making this 
examination, may learn the feveral branches of his 
duty from the Church Catechiſm, in the anſwers to 
the queſtions, what 1s thy duty towards God ? what is 
hy duty towards thy neighbour ? 

It follows, thirdly, that all fins, againſt which we 
honeſtly ſtrive, and, much more the defects which 
ariſe from mere infirmity, are no bar againſt our 
receiving the Sacrament worthily. How great ſoever 
they may be, under whatever circumſtances of life, 
they are no impediment. It is ſtrange, that they 
ſhould have appeared to be fo to ſincere Chrittians, 
and that any but men careleſs of their Chriſtian duties 
ſhould ſay fo. Too many of theſe, alas! are ready 
with ſuch like excutes. But I will atk one queſtion, 
which ſhall put this matter out of all doubt. If you 
ſhould die, will your fins, againit which you refolve 
and honeſtly ſtrive, or your infirmities, cauſe vour 
eternal condemnation, and caſt you into Hell? you 
will ſay, © God forbid: we hope to be faved through 
Chriſt,” My anſwer then is thort and plain : © what 
will not condemn you then, does not condemn you 
now.” And then, if you are worthy of Heaven 
through Chriſt, thould you die now, vou cannot ſurely 
doubt that you are worthy of the Lord's Table. 
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Fourthly, I have to remind you, that, even to thoſe 
who preſume to receive unworthily, the damnation 
incurred by it, is not c{ernal damnation. Look into 
the Communion Service of our Church, or into the 
eleventh chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
and you will find that a puniſhment in hrs life 
only is ſpoken of. To be < weak and ſickly:“ © to 
«© to be plagued. with 


”, 


len,” that is, to die; 
divers diſeaſes and ſundry kinds of death ;”” © to be 
hardened as Judas was: ” are the conſequences 
which may, if God fo. pleaſe, ariſe from this dammna— 
tion. So far is it from eternal damnation, that, as St. 
Paul informs us, © when we are judged, we are 
chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould not be con- 
demned with the world.” It is indeed a fin to affront 
the Memorial of the crucitied Body of our Redeemer, 
either by irreverence, as did the Corinthians, or by 


appearing at the altar with thoſe ſins, unrepented of, 


tor which Chriſt died. This the Apoſtle calls not to 
« diſcern,” that is, not to pay due regard to the 
Lord's body. I would not with any one to think 
lightly of it; but, at the ſame time remember, that 
no conſcientious perſon car be guilty of this ſin ; and 
that wicked irreligious men, who are guilty of it, are 
capable of repentance and pardon for it, as well as 

tor other crimes. 
Fifthly, I call upon you to conſider whether any 
one of us can live as good Chriſtians without this 
Sacrament. 
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Sacrament. '- Conſider, that in it we have the pledge 
of our Pardon for the {ins and failings which we all 
commit from day to day, and the Grace of God's 
Holy Spirit to afliſt us in leading a good life ; that, in 
ſhort, we derive by means of this Sacrament all that 
a communion with our Heavenly Father and our 
Redeemer can procure to us. 

{ know but of one error more, which J am called 
upon to notice. This is an opinion, that thoſe who 
communicate, are obliged afterwards to be, as it is 
expreſſed, very particular in their lives, and people 
are afraid to receive the Sacrament, leſt by doing 
ſomething amiſs aſterwards they thould endanger their 
falvation. But the plain truth is, that the Sacrament 
binds you to no more than you are already bound to 
do without it. Nothing but what your Baptiſm 
requires of you, the common duty of all Chriſtians, is 
enjoined by the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. It 
does not exact of you, that you ſhould at once be 
unerring and faultleſs, or even as perfect as thoſe who 
have arrived at a greater excellence than you have 
hitherto been able to do. It only requires you to do 
what it ſupplies you with ſtrength to do, to proceed 
by degrees in Chriſtian Improvement; © to ceaſe to 
do evil, to learn to do well, and to do this better as 
you grow older. Continue theretore paticntly in your 
lincere endeavour to become more perfect in all good; 
and let not any error or fault youu mev fall into after 
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receiving the Sacrament, have any other effect than 
to make you more afflicted at it, reſolved to be more 
diligent in avoiding it, deſirous of again receiving 
the ſolemn pledge of your pardon, and of procuring 
at the ſame time the Divine aſſiſtance, without which 
you can never finally ſucceed. | 
Let me now then intreat, if there be any gratitude 
to your Redeemer, any deſire of ſharing in the bleſ- 
fings of his Divine Covenant, any fellowſhip with 
thoſe who are members of his Church here, and 
hope to meet in his blefſed Kingdom hereafter, that 
you will not any longer negle& this necefary, this 
univerſal duty. You may ſee that there is no reaſon 
at all which you can plead for your neglett ; for, to 
ſum up what I have written, unleſs you are qualified, 
or quality yourſelves to receive the Lord's Supper, you 
are not in a ſtate o be /aved ; unleſs you do receive it, 
(I mean, if you have an opportunity offered to you,) 
you diſobey your Saviour, and will die in your fins. 


The conſideration of the foregoing ſubjects leads 
me to ſay here a few words concerning the nature of 
the Church of Chrift, as it is eſtabliſhed in this 
country. I truſt that what I ſhall ſtate, will cauſe in 
ſome a greater reverence than what they now bear 
towards that which is the ſanctuary of all our Chriſ- 


tian Privileges, © the Pillar and Ground of Truth.” 
The 
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The Church is a community of perſons called and 
elected from the world into a covenant of everlaſting 
ſalvation, through Jeſus Chriſt, This we read at the 
beginning and in other places of almoſt every Epiſtle 
in the New Teſtament. It is the common language 
of Scripture; and it is eſpecially confirmed by the 
firſt account of its inſtitution in the book of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles. * And the Lord added to the 
Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved.” (Chap. ii. 
ver. 47.) 

You will then, firſt, obſerve by the way, that thoſe 
only are in the word of God faid to be the“ called,” 
« elect,” or © choſen,” and in other places, /aints,” 
who were publickly and ſolemnly joined to the Church 
by Baptiſm, and were afterwards conſtant partakers 
together, as members of the fame ſpiritual body, of 
the ſame doctrine, the ſame worthip, and the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, For it was by water as 
well as by the ſpirit that all men were to be born 
again, No inward impulſe or motion of mind, no 
ſanctity, no knowledge, no faith or virtue could 
make men Chriſtians without a conformity to that 
order and rule which Jeſus Chriſt had appointed to 
his Church. 

In the fame manner, as it is moſt important to 
notice, in other paſſages we learn, that the Miniſters 
of this Church of Chriſt were none of them called 


to their office without ordination fromtheir ſupe- 
riors, The Scripture teacheth that none taketh this 
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honour * to himſelf, but he only receiveth it that 
is called, as was Aaron,” who was called by an 
expreſs order from God, and was ſolemnly ordained 
to the Prieſthood. (Heb. v. 4.) Nay, the Apoſtle 
adds, ſo “ alſo Chriſt did not ” appoint © Himſelf, but 
He that ſaid unto Him, thou art a Prieſt for ever after 
the order of Melchiſedec.” And Chriſt, we know, 
called by name his twelve Apoſtles, gave them their 
charge and authority, and, by an ordination peculiar 
to himſelf, * breathed on them and ſaid unto them, 
receive ye the Holy Ghoſt.” St. Paul, who was 
« called from his mother's womb,” that is, in the 
purpoſe of God, was appointed and ordained wa 
glorious appearance of Chriſt, and the words that 
were then ſpoken to him. Afterwards the Deacons 
received ſolemn ordination from the Apoſtles ; and; 
in the Epiſtles to Titus and Timothy, we read of 
the uſual form of ordaining Bithops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons, by impoſition of hands and prayer. Laſtly, 
this form of ordination thus begun has been continued 
from that time to this day. The Roman Church, 
from which we derive our ordination, was founded by 
the Apoſtles; and though m the courſe of time it 
has been corrupted in its doctrine and worſhip, the 
ordination of its Miniſters has always been obſerved 
according to Scripture, and is undoubtedly valid and 
good. And therefore the Buhops of the Engliſh 
Church at the Reformation had a lawful power 

of 
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of ordaining thoſe, from whom the Miniſters of the 
Church at the preſent moment are deſcended. 

It muſt be plain to you what I mean to ſhew from 
theſe remarks. The Englith Church is a true Church 
of Chr. It is built on the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
JESUS CHRIST Himſelf being the chief Corner Stone. 
Our Biſhops are ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, and our 
Miniſters duly ordained by them ; and the congrega- 
tions that are inſtructed and led by them fulfil the 
deſcription given in Scripture of the primitive Church, 
continuing in the Apoſtles' doctrine and fellowſhip, 
in breaking of bread ” (i. e. the holy bread) “ and in 
prayer.” Within our national Church are therefore 
truly contained the treaſures and privileges of the 
Chriſtian covenant. In it are the font of Baptiſm, the 
table of the Lord, the keys, or power of cenſure and 
abſolution, the promiſed preſence of its ever-blefſed 
Head and Ruler, and every general or ſpecial bleſſing 
that He hath bequeathed to his Church. We do as 
truly, aſſuredly, and fully partake of all theſe, as the 
members of that firſt Church which the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves after our Lord's death founded at Jeruſalem. 

And it it is ſo: fince no bleſſings of the Chriſtian 
covenant are promited to any that are not within the 
Church originally conſtituted by our Lord and his 
-\poſtles, and preſerved in the world according to his 
predictions, I now leave the conſideration of this to 

thoſe 
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thoſe among us who wilfully throw themſelves out of 
it, and to all others who are in danger of being 
deceived by them. 

I certainly indeed do not mean, that thols, who 
have not the opportunity of belonging to the Chriſtian 
Church, are concerned in the guilt and condemnation 
1ereby incurred. We do not condemn even any 
ndividuals, who in the fincerity of their heart, after 
il] the conſideration of which they are capable, are 
leceived. We leave them, as we muſt, to the mercy 
f one to whom they muſt ſtand or fall : but we have 

2 remind them, that they are not members of that 
2hurch which their Lord and Saviour hath founded. 
This point is already plain, and needs not be further 
fſhewn. By the labour of God's miniſters, with the 
aid of thoſe in authority, the Church of Chriſt has 
been duly eſtabliſhed in this country. Happy ought 
we to be therefore, and it is the plain duty of all, to 
enter immediately into it, and continue ſtedfaſtly in it. 
And there can in any one country be but one Church 
of Chriſt; as there is but“ one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiſm, one God and Father of all.” As ſoon as it 
hath been conſtituted, on the authority of God's 
word, it has a claim to every man's conformity and 
communion. And farther, the cauſe of order, peace, 
unity, and brotherly love calls on every Chriſtian to 
maintain it againſt the attempts of all who would 


cauſs - 
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cauſe ſchiſms and diviſions againſt it. Befides, har- 
mony in opinion and practice is not more conducive 
to the preſervation and increaſe of faith and virtue, 
or of any common concern among, men, than it is 
agreeable to the ſpirit and temper of the Goſpel, and 
required by the expreſs injunction of its inſpired 
preachers. Thoſe among us who talk of the right of 
private opinion, and of worſhipping God in their owit 
way, might he more wiſe it they would hear St. 
Paul. He thus earneſtly reproved the Corinthian 


"Chriſtians; © Now I befeech you, Brethren, by the 


name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the 
ſame thing, and that there be no diviſions among you, 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the ſame 
mind and the fame judgment.” Certainly then are 
thoſe condemned, who without abſolute neceſſity 
(of which hereafter) forſake the communion of the 
national Church; and ſtill, more thoſe who ſet up 


| congregations in oppoſition, and thoſe who openly 


ſlander and revile it. Nor, laſtly, are thoſe free from 
guilt, who in part withdrew themſelves, and give 
any the leaſt ſanction to the cauſe of ſchiſmi or dif- 


union. 


From what has been ſaid, thoſe therefore that 
abandon the eſtabliſhed Church, are called upon to 
conſider what they leave, and to what they go. They 
leave the true Church of Chriſt, planted in this coun- 
iry in obedience to his will and command, by his 

appointed 
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appointed ſervants, and, as at the firſt eſtabliſiment 


of it in the world, watered with the blood of his 
holy martyrs. They go to thoſe /el/-infituted afſem- 
blies or meetings, Where there is no one appointed 
by Chriſt to exerciſe any Miniſtry at all; where every 
pretenſion is falſe and unfounded ; meetings, which 
are totally void of all title from the Scripture to be a 
Chriſtian Church. And fince this is fo, it matters 
nothing what may be ſaid to be the learning, the 
ability, or even the zeal and fervour of either the 
teacher or the people. Nothing that they are or may 
do, can make them to be other than individuals 
deſerting the Church of their Redeemer, to which 
by his commands they owe a faithful adherence. 

After the confideration of what was ſaid at the 
beginning of this topick, we may fairly demand to 
hear no more of pretenſions to /ecret Calls and 
Injpirations ; pretenſions, which every man may 
male, but no man can prove either to himſelf or 


others. They are moſt aſſuredly the groſſeſt deluſion 


ever conceived, or the moſt villainous impoſture ever 
practiſed on the world. Surely we all know, what a 
weak head and warm temper may make men fancy 
of themſeives; and I am not to remind you what 
deſigning men may impoſe on others. I have ſhewn 
the title and claim which ſuch men ſet up to the 
Miſtry of God's word, to. be contrary to Scripture, 


For no z7/pired Preacher or Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
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from our bleſſed Redeemer himſelf to the loweſc 
among thoſe mentioned in the New Teitament, 
aſſumed this office to himſelf, but was ſolemnly 
authoriſed. In truth, it is plain as Scripture and 
common ſenſe can make it, that a man may as well 
think himſelf called to be a Magiftrate, without an 
appointment from the ſupreme Power of any country, 
as to be a Minifter of the Goſpel, without a publick 
appointment from thoſe whom Chriſt has left to 
govern his Church on <arth to the end of time. 


I am not here willing to repreſent how groſsly 
ncapable many of theſe preſumptuous teachers are, 
what and how pernicious are the errors they ſpread, 
and ſtill leſs with what unworthy views too many of 
them are believed to ſet up their congregations. I 
abſtain from theſe tgpicks, becauſe it is ſufficient to 
have ſhewn that they are not Minifters of Chrijt, nor 
their hearers any part of his Church. They may 
therefore, as they do, pleaſe themſelves with their 
own inventions; but there is ſurely no other way 
of pleaſing Chrift, but by acting in obedience to 
his laws and ordinances. Let them therefore con- 
ſider, that they all are expoſed to his diſpleaſure ; 
they are liable to his judgements. On them hes the 
rſt blame of the envy, ſtrife, uncharitableneſs, and 
of the prejudice and ſcandal againſt the Church and 

F Gofpel 


12 


Goſpel of Chriſt, which their cauſeleſs ſeparation 
from us hath long and continually occaſioned. 

I fay cauſeleſs; for I now proceed to maintain that 
there is no ſufhcient cauſe of ſeparation. To be 
conciſe, it is plain that nothing ſhort of criminality 
and finfulneſs, in a communion with the eſtabliſhed 
Church, nothing but what would render a ſeparation 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation can juſtity it. The 
Church is founded on the authority and according to 
the expreſs injunction of Chriſt for the ſalvation of 
men: and therefore, unleſs that end be defeated by it, 
It is not for any man to abandon it or ſet himſelf up 
againſt it. : 

And who among us thinks that any member of 
the Church of England, who partakes of its rites and 
worſhip, and faithfully practiſes the rule of faith and 
manners which he learns from his communion with it, 
ſhall not aſſuredly be ſaved through the merits of 
Him who is the only /upreme Head and Ruler of it? 
The anſwer to this queſtion will, unleſs J greatly err, 
decide the point for ever. 

But we are indeed told, that we continue to be 
ſeparated from the Church of Rome, only becauſe it 
is corrupt; and that therefore, if any one diſlike the 
ceremonics or doctrine of the Church, he has ou: 


example to plead for withdrawing himſelf. I anſwer, 
no; not till he can make out his cafe to be ſimilar to 
| our's, 
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our's. And that it cannot be ſo, he will ſee, if he 
learn -on what we found the Reformation in this 
kingdom. We then juſtify our ſeparation, becauſe, 
1. The Biſhop of Rome has no right or authority 
whatever over the Church of any other country. 
And therefore we moſt juſtly renounce a dominion 
which he had no right to claim. And whoever has 
read in our hiſtory of the wealth which the Popes 
drew trom this country, of the tyranny which they 
exerciſed, of the foreign and civil wars and broils 
which they cauſed, cannot fail to ſee the farther 
motive which exiſted for rejecting their uſurpation. 
2. Having then aſſerted the power of eſtabliſhing our 
own Church, we not only had a right, but were 
indeed bound to reject every corruption of God's 
word, which the Rulers of the Romiſh Church had 
from time to time introduced. And this is a plain, 
though ſhort, account of what we have done. 

But now, what plea at all does this give to Diſſen— 
ters to undo what has been ſo well and lawfully done, 
or to withdraw themſelves after the completion of 
ſuch an undertaking ? ſurely none. Let then no idle 
carping at the fitneſs or unfitne/s of this or that 
ceremony; no preference to any new mode of preach- 
ing, prayer, or the like ; no objection to the private 
character or conduct of any particulzr Miniſters ; let 
no miſrepreſentation and falſe ſlanders; let nothing, 
in ſhort, but a perſuaſion /incerely and very cautiouſly 
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taken up, that you cannot be ſaved while you con- 
tinue a member of the Church, ever make you break 
the bands of unity and peace. I truſt that you 
will have ſeen from the foregoing obſervations that 
this is not, nor 1s ever likely to be the caſe. 

Indeed the calumnies which our Charch has under- 
gone, are nothing more than a ſure teſtimony of her 
uprightneſs. For while on one fide the Papiſts ſay 
that ſhe has departed from eſtabliſhed authority and 
order, the various Diſſenters among us reproach her 
that ſhe retains a regular order of worſhip and cere- 
mony. The one pronounce that by her Reformation 
ſhe has done far too much, the other upbraid her 
becauſe ſhe has not gone far enough: the one cry out 
that ſhe has been miſled by a ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, 
the other, that ſhe is enſlaved by forms and rules. 
That which is accuſed by enemies on both fides of 
contradictory faults, is in general eſtimation free from 
both. The Church, in ſhort, fares as virtue itſelf 
does ; which lying equally removed from two oppo- 
ſite extremes, is flandered and reviled by thoſe who 
are placed in either. It can therefore never appear 
ſtrange or diſcouraging that many ſhould defame us. 
Our bleſſed Lord's Miniſtry, and his Church, while it 
was governed by his inſpired Apoſtles, were no other- 
wiſe treated. | | 

here end this diſcuſſion ; for it would be a trifling 
and tedious taſk to conſider all the objections which 

ignorant, 
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ignorant, weak, or perverſe men invent againſt the 
national Church. I only aſſert, with a ſincere and 
upright perſuaſion, that we have ever ſucceſsfully 
defended, and are ever ready to defend, both her 
doctrines and ceremonies againſt all her enemies; nor 
do we fear any attack, fo long as Reafon and Truth 
thall govern the judgment of mankind. 


| 


I am now led on farther to treat of one ſubje& 
more, which in theſe fearful times it is become 
requiſite to place before you in a clear and ftrong 
light: I mean the general duty of /ubmiffion to 
*Rablihhed authority. In all times, indeed, men who 
from diſhoneſt purpoſes, a lawleſs or perverſe temper, 
or a vain conceit of their own wiſdom, ill brooked 
the reſtraints of religious and civil government, have 
defamed or oppoſed them. But, of late, ſuch folly 
and wickedneſs have moſt alarmingly increaſed, At 
ſength, however, as we know, they have more parti- 
cularly excited of late a whole nation to ſuch an 
outrageous exceſs, as has expoſed them to detection 
and abhorrence. And by this event, dreadful as 
it has been and ſtill is, we comfort ourfelves with 
the hope, that the cauſe of truth and order, both in our 
own and other countries, will acquire even a greater 

and 
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and a laſting ſtability. For we have been now, as it 
were, forced to- attend ſeriouſly and reflect on the. 


doctrines of this people and thoſe who favour them; 


and in the end we have been even ſurpriſed at their 
falſity and ſhallowneſs. We have been fully enabled 
to follow with our eyes the natural tendency and 
effect of their counſels: and we have ſhrunk with 
horror from their guilt and their miſeries. 


It cannot be denied that the principles which 


cauſed the dreadful revolution in France, were at 
firſt approved here, as well as elſewhere, by many. 
They were admired by thoſe who have ſince been 
athamed of their deluſion. The pretenſions of theſe 
reformers of the world in matters of Religion and 
Government were indeed lofty and attractive. It 
was reſerved for them to reſtore mankind to Reaſon 
and to Liberty. Wiſdom, which all the underſtanding 
and experience of men, or the divine communica- 
tions, had ever taught the world in vain, was, it 
ſeems, at once diſcovered by theſe men, ſelf-taught 
and ſelf-enlightened. If the utter impudence of this 
pretenſion does not inſtantly convict it of the groſſeſt 
impoſture, © then judge ye” of this wiſdom by it's 
&« fruits.” They have been diſplayed before our 
eyes, and are theſe—the denial of the Supreme Cre- 
ator of Heaven and earth !|--FHatred and Blaſphemy 
againſt the bleſſed Saviour of the world Rejection 


of immortal Life and Happineſs beyond the grave 
On 
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On the other ſide of this ſcene behold the liberty of 
mankind annihilated . Juſtice even renounced 
Truth continually violated Humanity extinguiſhed 
—and with all theſe, modeſty and decency of man- 
ners baniſhed from the land! Fruits worthy of that 
wiſdom, by which, as we read, © the world” in 
former times © knew not God,” (1 Cor. i. 21.) the 
wiſdom of a corrupted nature, the wiſdom that is 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh! (James iii. 15.) | 

As I allert what cannot be diſproved, fo I am 


_ likewiſe not afraid that in entering on this ſubject, I 


ſhall paſs the bounds of my duty as a Miniſter of 
God's word. In offering you my opinion and advice, 
I ſhall follow St. Paul's example (Rom. 13.) while I 
ſhew from plain Reaſon and from Scripture our obliga- 
tion to © fear God and the King.” | 
Wherefore, firſt, as to religious ſubordination. 
Submiſſion in religious matters to the authority of our 
ſpiritual rulers has been already ſhewn to be grounded 
on that ſure rock, the Word of God. We may there- 
tore paſs over this part of this ſubject, ſince I have 
alſo little occaſion to prove to you the authority of 
the Holy Scriptures themſelves. Our reverence for 
them may be ſhortly ſtated to reſt on the certainty, 
that the New Teſtament is the very ſame book which 
was received by the univerſal Church of Chriſt when 
it was firſt written, and has been acknowledged by 
all 
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all men ever ſince. For the New Teſtament itſelt 
contains the proof of the Old, becaufe it continually 
mentions the ſeveral parts of it, and quotes paſlages 
from them. Since then the Books which we have 
are genuine and undoubted, the wonderful Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament and the ftupendous 
miracles recorded in the New, together with the 
undeniable integrity of the eye-witneſſes who related 
them, demonſtrate that what they contain is the 
Word of God. Theſe are the great, immoveable 
foundations of the Chriſtian's faith. (John iii. 2, 5, 
36, 39, 46.) I ſhall be excuſed, in a publication like 
the preſent, from bringing forward the almoſt innume- 
rable other proofs which have been added to theſe, 
lince they are not neceſſary. 

Such an account, my Brethren, we give to thoſe 
who aſk why we are Chriſtians, or willing and orderly 
members of the Church of Chrift: which being fo 
plain and undeniable, what can we think of thoſe 
men in this country, who in their ſentiments or con- 
verſation depart from the truth of our holy Religion, 
or in their practice from its moral duties and its 
ordinances? Some of theſe miſ-call themſelves free- 
thinkers, men free from prejudices of education, from 
bigotry and ſuperſtition ; titles and pretenſions cer- 
tainly ill applied to their caſe, and not at all belonging 
to them. Far be it from us to judge harſhly of them 


but 
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but far be it alſo not to ſpeak the plain and neceſ- 
ſary truth. The cauſes of infidelity and neglect of 
religious communion are truly theſe two: firſt, a 
blameable indulgence ot ſenſual or worldly inclina- 
tions, which being inconſiſtent with Chnitianity, firſt 
looſens men from it and then incites them againſt it; 
{-condly, a heart lifted up by pride and thallow felf- 
conceit, which ſets them above a juſt deference to 
the wiſdom and authority of God and man. Surely 
we can eaſily imagine how men thus influenced will 
err from Truth and Reaſon. It is in vain that the 
Goſpel which we preach, and the Conſtitution of 
the Church which is eſtabliſhed, arc able, the one 
to no real, the other to no ſufficient objections. Where 
not only ſincerity, (Matt. vi. 22, 23.) but humulity alſo, 
and a patient ſteady enquiry into this ſupreme ſubject 
ae wanting, lamentgble ruſt be the blindnets 

WH tart and mind that will follow every contideration of 
| it, What ſhall I here ſay? Alas! how many of thoſe, 
whom we all know, are chere that this cenſure con- 
-orns; who, it they would fairly examine their 


arts and conduct, mult convict themſclves of the 
; wretched unworthy motives that influence them in 
eligious matters! Merciful God! open their eyes 

ere it be too late! Grant them to ſee by the exam- 
ö les of others the vile and horrible impiety to which 
'uch a ſtate of mind is apt to lead, and in which, if 
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they are conſiſtent with themſelves, it muſt terminate, 
and then the anxiety, dejection, wretchedneſs, and 
deſpair which it tends to caule.* 

But as this argument relates chiefly to men of 
education, I ſhall only add, that it is not through 
the want of inſtruction ſufficient for every man, that 
any remain in a ſtate of ignorance or doubt. Had 
not inſidious or. profligate men polluted the pure 
ſtream of truth, the Holy Scriptures might have made 
all men * wiſe unto ſalvation.” Yet even now, 
through the lahours of ſuch & as have explained and 
vindicated the doctrines and eftablithment of our holy 
Rehgion, there is abundant fecurity provided againſt 


all infidelity and error. 


I call your attention next to the duty of Obedi- 
ence to Civil Government, a duty which the vain 
pretenders to wiſdom, after the example of foreign 

traitors, endeavour to weaken and undermine. Hav- 
ing caſt off the fear of the living God, and an 
adherence to the doctrincs and inſtitutions of their 
Redeemer, they have allo rejected thoſe importan! 


I have need only to refer che reader to Profeſſor Robiſon an 
the Abbe Barruel's publications. 


Among thete, may be juſtly recommended the ſhort but valuable 
Treatiſes, contained in the Enchiridion Theologicum, printed 4. 


Oxford, 1792, 
dutics 
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duties between man and man, which the Creator 
eſtabliſhed for the ſafety, the comfort, and the advan» 
tage of his creatures, 

Abſurd falſehoods require no long reaſoning to 
detect them. Nor ſhall I therefore uſe any fuch. It 
will be ſufficient to conſider the two maxims on 
which the whole of the modern wifdom reſts. Theſe 
are univerſal equality, and the right of att, Hg and 
Inv, to interfere in the paſſing of laws, and in the 
admnmfiration of Government. 

1. By univer/al equality is meant that all men are 
equal by nature, and ought to be fo in condition, It 
they cannot plead ignorance by wav of excuſe for 
this aſſertion, it will be ſeen to have been a miſchie— 
ous, but ſhallow trick and artifice. They have 
wilfully mingled truth and falſehood. The right way 
therefore to detect and expoſe them, is grit to ſec 
what is that Truth on this ſubject, which Reaton and 
the Scripture have made known to us. 

It 1s then ſurely an old and acknowledged truth, 
that all men are in one reſpect born equal. © The 
ich and poor mcet together,” on this footing of 
-qualtv, that the fame © Lord is the Maker of them 
Il,“ (Prov. xxti. 2.) They are made of the ſame 


common clay, in the ſame mould, and are all 


alike gifted with the ſame immortal ſpirit, They 
are all equally by nature entitled to the regard ot 


'neir Heavenly Father; are all ſubject to the ſame 
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general ſentence of death here, and all heirs of 
the fame immortal hope in the life that is to come. 
This, | repeat it, is the plain doctrine of the Religion 
which is eſtabliſhed among us, and is continually 
preached by the Miniſters of God's word. It is alſo 
allowed, fully and freely allowed, among men. We 
all reſpect the virtues, applaud the talents, admire 
every perſonal excellence of the pooreſt among us, 
freely acknowledge their natural equality amid all the 
other diſtinctions that ſubſiſt among us, and both tec] 
and ever confeſs the loweſt that apply for our aſſiſtance 
to be our brethren and fellow-creatures. The ſame 
equality alſo is acknowledged by the laws of our 
country. Theſe know no diſtinction. They denounce 
one common threatning, and inflict one common 
puniſhment on all who offend againſt public or pri- 
vate right. They conſider the crime, and not the 
perſon; and, under their univerſal protection, the 
virtues, talents,” and induſtry of every one among us 
are at free liberty to raiſe him from the pooreſt con- 
dition to a wealthy. one, and even to the higheſt 

honours attainable by any ſubject in the kingdom, 
And does not this, my Brethren, ſuffice us? The 
equal right which an equal nature gives us, we have: 
we have an equal right to our Lite, our Liberty, our 
Property, and to that which is the deareſt Property, 
our Character and Reputation, and we may without 
fear improve our condition by every laudable mean to 
the 


V KITE wal. 8 
- — . . 4 


53 


of the utmoſt. And in fact, great is the number indeed 
©. of thoſe who, in this happy country, have done ſo. 
JN | All this, let us then remember, theſe men have | 
ly not found out; no, not a tittle of it. What indeed 1s 
ſo | conducive to virtue and happinels, it is but little 
Ve likely that we ſhould owe to them. Our next conft- 
re | deration is of what theſe men have been ſo ignorant 
18, vr ſo wicked as not to notice, an inequality allo in our 
he natural condition. I have no need to prove that 
e! mere exiſt natural differences among us; differences 
cc *©t health, beauty, ſtrength, agility, and hardineſs of 
ne Body; and, what is more important, of abilities of 
ur | Mind, in reſpect of imagination, memorv, ſagacity, 
ce and judgment. Is it then difficult to foretee the 
an natural conſequence of this inequality? Muſt not 
i- | we all hence expect a difference of ſucceſs in the 
he | affairs of life, and that it is natural for a man of 
ne IJ ability in buſineſs to raiſe himſelf above another who 
us i; dull? And now we begin to fee the wiſdom of 
>»n- = theſe Reformers. But farther : two more cauſes of 
eſt _ incquality in condition are obvious to all. The diffe- 
| rence of moral qualities, and of character, added to 
be that of natural talents, is the ſirſt. What do you 
ve: S think muſt be the effect of induſtry, ſobriety, temper- 
bur cee, integrity, in contraſt with idleneſs, drunken- 
ty, neſs, diſhoneſty, and profligacy? I do not in this 
but | viace dwell on the blefling of God on the good, 
to v hich, yet, is of greater importance than every other 


he conſideration. 
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conſideration. The ſecond difference is alſo a very 
important one, that of education, which, in reſpect 
of knowledge and kill, ſets one man at a great 
diſtance from another, But of this, more preſently. 

What then do we hence learn? Have men no 
right to a difference of condition, the effect of natu- 
ral inequality; of their induſtry, their virtues, their 
acquired {kill and knowledge? Is it juſtice that 
determines this not to belong to them? Is it re7/dom. 
that would check the operation of natural and 
moral excellence? Will you all, in your ſeveral 
inſtances, think it right that what nature and your 
ſuperior induſtry have procured, you ſhould not have 
and diſpoſe of as you pleaſe ; being ſubject only to 
the calls of humanity and charity, which require you 
to relieve according to vour ability and opportunities 
thoſe who arc in want; calls, which nature hath 
prepared us to obey, which the praiſe and eſteem 
of the world ever ſecond, which the Goſpel of Jeſus, 
the law itfelt of charity, hath moſt loudly repeated 
and powerfully ſanctified? Is not ths, as clearly as 
that the {un ſhines, the ſtate to which nature and 
Revelation lead and have ever led mankind; and 
which, as I ſhall laſtly remark, is ſo neceſſary and 
unavoidable, that it it were overturned by ignorant 
tevellers, it muſt immediately reſtore itſelf, and tor 
ever again take place to the end of the world? 
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Indeed I muſt now ceaſe to call thoſe men 77norant 
Their abuſed followers, whom we pity, may be and 
indeed often are fo. But it is too plain, that the 
leaders are only the profligate enemies of law and 
order, of God and man. They only do not care for 
the confuſion and calamities that they may cauſe, 
provided they may inſult thoſe above themſelves, and 
by violence or fraud poſſeſs that to which their birth, 
their talents, and their virtues give them no juſt 
title. 

But leaving their reaſoning and purpoſes to your 
contempt and abhorrence, I proceed to the ſecond 
point, in which the ſame ſpirit of falſehood and felfith- 
neſs has been detected. 

2. They ſay that all have alike a right to interfere 


in the paſſing of laws, and even in the adminiſtration 


of Government.“ Por, it is added, © the Sovereignty 
reſts in the people.” 

{ anſwer, and 1 think you will fay with me, firſt, 
that this is not merely error, for it is abfurdity and 
nonſenſe. That the governor and governed ithould 


- 


be 


It cannot be thought improper or uſeleſs to mention ſome par- 
aculars now or lately claimed and contended for in this kingdom, 
co name them is to expoſe their folly and abſurdity. Every, the 
molt dependent and ignorant man, is to be individually repreſented 


by ſome Member of the Legiſlature, or Parliament, whom he is to 
Jin in electing: that ke is to direct this Repreſentative what laws 
he 
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be the ſame, or ſhould change places, is a contradic- 
tion, and can only end in a deſtruction of all govern- 
ment whatever. But that I may not be miſtaken or 
miſrepreſented, let me firſt remind you, that I have 
affirmed all men alike to have rights, which nature 
gives, and Reaſon and Scripture confirm ; a right to 
life, freedom, property, and reputation. Scripture 
plainhy teaches that the end of government is to pre- 
ſerve theſe, and under this ſuppoſition commands 
obedience. (Rom. x11. 3, 4.) It therefore does not 
command it, where the preſervation of theſe may 
be refuſed and difclaimed. But it is, as you may 
remark, with the greateſt propriety, filent about that 
neceſſity of reſiſtance, which both is dreadful in itſelf, 
and in fact is not to be /uppoſed in any nation 
governed by known and certain las. | 

I ſhall not 2ow, I hope, be thought to reaſon il! 
from Scripture, if I ſay that thoſe rights are all which 
any ſubject poſſeſles. The right of governing ariſes 
from the neceſity of ſubordination, which the God of 
Nature hath impoſed, for promoting the welfare, and 


he ſhall be inſtrumental in enacting, altering, or repealing. He is 
alſo entitled to inſtruct the Government concerning the fitneſs or 
unfitneſs of wars, and treaties of peace and alliance. The people, 
by which term 1s alſo not meant the whole body of the people, are 
to form a ſupreme juriſdiction diſtinct from King or Parliament, and 
to overawe. every legal power in the free exerciſe of its functions 
and duties, 
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preventing the calamities incident to ſocicty. And 
thus, firſt, a parent hath authority given him over his 
children. And either, as it hath been ſuppoſed, 
derived originally from this; or by a ſimilar necethity, 
which certainly exiſts in a State as. well as in am, 
a ſupreme authority muſt ſomewhere be found. It is 
a ſufficient proof of this neceſſity, that in every 
nation from the beginning, ſuch an authority, however 
introduced, has been eſtabliſhed. And if we with 
farther to know the cauſe of this neceility, it lies in 
the weakneſs and the wickedneſs of mankind. It is 
neceſſary, that the life and liberty of the weak and 
helpleſs thould be ſecure from the power of the 
bad; that what is acquired by honeſt induſity and 
kill, and preſerved by frugality and moderation, 
ihould be guarded from the frauds and violence of 
the rapacious and unjuſt; that, as much as may be, 
whatever conduct tends to the improvement of human 
nappineſs may be encouraged ; and, ſecondly, that 
the ſame ſecurity from evils at home, which 1s thus 
procured to individuals, thould alſo be obtained for 
the community at large from the evil attempts of 
other nauons or their ſubjects. Hence, that offences 
and their puniſhment might be certainly known by 
all, the neceſſity plainly ariſes tor framing laws againſt 
erimes, both between man and man, and between 
different nations. Hence alſo ariſes the neceſſity of 


11 A general 


58 


a general ſubmiſſion to the power conferred on ſome 
perſon or perſons of executing the laws, in order 
that they may be certainly and regularly executed. 
And we may take notice, that this power was a! the 
Jirft commonly given to Kings, who, with the advice 
of ſuch as they thought moſt fit, ordered and con- 
ducted all the affairs of Government. This we learn 
out of the Bible, the only authentick record of the 
_ earlieſt ages of the world.“ Other hiſtories alſo bear 
witneſs to it. Nor, ſurely, will ſuch an appoint- 
ment appear unfit or unneceſſary. The common 


ſenſe and experience of men have ever led them, in 


all the concerns of life, to fimilar appointments. Thus 
they have one commander in chief of armies or 
fleets; one governor of a town or city ; one chief or 
prefident in every ſmaller community; one umpire 
in diſputes, one ſupreme, in whoſe decifions others 
are to acquieſce. Bui that I may not be drawn 
farther than I ought into this political diſcuſſion, I 
ſhall only add, that in the government of a kingdom, 
whatever objections may be raiſed againſt unlimited 


* The Jewiſh nation, until the time of Saul, who was their firſt 
king, were under the peculiar viſible government of the Almighty 
himſelf, ** The Lord their God was their King.” On this account 
only it was that they are ſaid to have ſinned in deſiring to have a 
king to judge them, /ie all the nations,” 1 Sam, xii, 12. and viii. 5. 
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authority in the hands of one man, ſuch authority, 
when it is, even in a great meaſure, limited by a 
national council, is free from thoſe objections. 

A ſupreme, a ſovereign power, has, therefore, I ſay, 
plainly been the neceſſur effect of a natural cauſe; 
and, wherever kings reign, their power is unqueſtion- 


ably the work and ordinance of God, the author of our 


nature. Thus are we to underſtand his inſpired 
Apoſtle's doctrine to the Romans: © Let every ſoul 
be ſubject to the higher powers, for there is no power 
but of God. The powers that be, are ordained of God. 


| Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the 


ordinance of God; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to 
themſelves damnation.” (Chap. 13.)* Such is the rea- 
ſonable penalty annexed to reſiſtance againſt eſtabliſhed 
authority. For it is, generally, a reſiſtance ariſing, as 
the next words ſhew, not from any good principle, but 
from a lawleſs or diſhoneſt mind. For Rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to the evil;” and 
thoſe who are honeſt, peaceable, contented, humble, 
and modeſt, are always ready and glad to obey. 
«* Againſt ſuch there is no law.” (Gal. v. 23.) To 


It is not impertinent to remark, againſt ſuch as wiſh to erect 
Republicks in all countries, that the power here meant was the Roman 
Emperor, who derived his ſucceſſion from one that had changed the 
democratical form of government into a Monarchy, To him, a man 
of profligate and execrable character, ſubjection is enjoined under 


the penalty of damnation. 
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theſe, the various imperfections of government, ſince 
nothing human can be otherwife than imperfect, are 
no cauſe of oppoſition or of feditious demeanour. To 
them nothing can be ſo alarming or ſo odious as any 
attempt, any conduct, that would endanger the lawful, 
eſtablithed conſtitution of their country. At the proſ- 
pect of any danger to this, they may indeed reaſon— 
ably tremble. And round this, the great bulwark of 
their ſafety, their rights, their peace, and happineſs, 
all that is good and wiſe in every nation will ever rally: 


for it is the greateſt bleſſing, which, next to the glo- 


82 
rious hope of heavenly immortality, nature and reve- 
lation have beſtowed on mankind. 

Not ſo men of another deſcription, and I muſt again 
add, ſuch well-meaning men as are duped and in- 
flamed by their artifices. Thoſe who are vain and 
ſelf-ſuficient, men of {le knowledge, which is worſe 
than zgnorance, men of aſpiring temper and views, 
eſpecially ſuch as have ſuffered diſappointments ; idle, 
turbulent, diſcontented men, who wiſh to throw 
things into confuſion, in order to feize what they can- 
not peaceably obtain; laſtly, men of no fear or regard 
to God or man-, theſe are naturally oppoſers of 
government, and of ſuch as adminiſter it. They care 
tor no conſequences to others: they have no tender- 
nets for the lives or weltare of their countrymen. 
neighbours, or friends; they are regardleſs of the 
terrors and miſeries which they would bring on all, or 
obſtinately 
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obſtinately ſhut their eyes on the proſpect. At the 
ſame time it is to be remarked, that ſo wicked and 
heinous is their crime, that they are compelled to 
diſguiſe their conduct under falſe pretences, and there- 
by add hypocryy to wickedneſs, They pretend to 
reform abuſes, or to reftore the conftitution of their 
country ; nay, when they dare to avow ſuch a pur- 
poſe, to eftabltſh a better, boaſting themſelves to be 
the only adyocates of humanity, patrons of truth and 
reaſon, champions of the rights and liberties of man- 
kind. And with ſuch falſe pretences do they deceive 
and inflame even men of honeſt, but unſettled and 
credulous minds. Religion and government are ſub- 


jets, which, ſincerely and well handled, conſtitute 


the happineſs of the world. But they are, more than 
any, capable of being miſrepreſented. Being fo im- 
portant to all, any thing concerning them engages 
attention ; while, for both theſe reaſons, they conti- 
nually allo afford temptation to men of raſh or diſ- 
honeſt minds to tamper with them. And if we 
meddle with them beyond what our knowledge and 
experience enable us to judge of them, we inſtantly 
become the dupes and tools of the miſchievous and 


_ defigning. The plain, general truths concerning theſe 


great ſubjects are all that concern the bulk of man- 
kind. Of theſe all of us can judge. We know 
«hether we are ſecured in our lives, liberty, the ſafe 
and peaceable poſſeſſion of property. With theſe 
therefore 
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therefore it is our concern and buſineſs to be con- 
tented; for the/e are the ends of government. Of 
other matters we may hear much, and for a while may 
even think that we are made wiſer. But ſhould we 
ſtay to hear men of equal ability and knowledge argue 
on both ſides of fuch queſtions, we ſhould find our- 
ſelves utterly at a loſs, and unable to decide between 
them. Let us then, my brethren, I earneſtly exhort 
you, ſtop at the above limit, where we are as well able 
to judge for ourſelves as the mot learned men. There 
we are ſafe: our deareſt intereſts in Mie, our quiet, our 
mnocence will never be endangered. | 
Modeity and humility are ever neceflary to real 
wiſdom. I leave it therefore, farther, to you to con- 
ſider the deference due to very many, who are 
forward to inſtruct others in political matters. 
Matters of difficulty require not only good ſenſe and 
talents, but learning and experience. And thoſe 
alone are able to underſtand and conduct them, who 
have been, firſt, taught all the effects and conſe- 
quences of different meafures. It was on this par 
of the ſubject that I purpoſed to point out, more par- 
ticularly, the difference cauſed by education between 
one man and another.“ Education and experience 
are indiſpenſable towards rendering men fkilful in 
every art, buſineſs, or profeſſion in life. Whence 11 
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may at once be plainly inferred, that, generally, choſe 
who pretend to inſtruct in that moſt difficult and 
complicated of all ſciences and arts, the ſcience and 
art of government, of laws and conſtitutions, are as 
truly impoſtors, as we all think ignorant pretenders to 
medicine to be; and that they deſerve no leſs con- 
tempt and deriſion at our hands: and if /ome men of 
real political knowledge and experience excite others 
in a private or lower rank of life to come forward 
and interfere, J again earneſtly warn you of your 
danger. Be aware of becoming the credulous dupes 
and tools of their ambition. Let us remember, that 
we muſt be unſkilled and unable to judge of what 
we have not learned, and eſpecially of what requires 
the greateſt talents united to the moſt accurate and 
comprehenſive knowledge. We can eaſily appre- 
bend theſe to be requiſite in the adminiſtration of 
government, by conſidering, firſt, how much is neceſ- 
ſary for many men in the narrow circle of their own 
private concerns; how much, 1n the caſe of many 
opulent men, is required for managing ſuccefsfulhy 
the affairs of a large family, of their various con- 
nexions, of all the different concerns of property, of 
the innumerable details of an extenſive commerce, 
together with all thoſe offices of ſocial and civil life, 
o which eminence in rank and ſtation continually 
render ſuch men ſubject. Education is, in fine, of 
nearly equal importance with the difference cauſed by 
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natural ability or the contrary ; I mean that education, 
which, after ſome general attainments, is directed to 
qualify every one for his particular employment. 


I am addreſſing you on a ſubject, on which it 
is difficult to ſtop. But now, leaving the foregoing 
conſiderations to your ferious notice and reflection, 
I ſhall conclude the whole argument by that advice 
of the wiſeſt of mankind, which is worthy of being 
continually repeated, © My fon, fear thou the Lord 
and the King, and meddle not with them that arc 
given to change.” 

Happy Engliſhmen! on whom the world, con- 
vulſed with terror and iniferies, now looks with 
tenfold reſpect and admiration, if we have the good 
ſenſe and firmneſs to preſerve our happmelſs ! «This 
all depends on our continuing ſtedfaſt in true Rel 
gion, and in Loyalty to our King, the ſupreme Minifſter 
of the God whom we ſerve. He is the Father ot 
his people, the Guardian, not the arbitrary difpoſer of 
the laws, which, whatever had been his mora! 
character, muſt have governed him as well as the 
meaneſt of his fubjetts. And herein arc our liberty, 
our peace and property ſecure ; ſince they depend noi 
on the virtues of a Prince, but on the eftabliſhed 
conſtitution of our country. Thus alone may we hope 
tor ouriclves and children to ſee in peace thoſe con. 
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tinual corrections and improvements which human 
faults and imperfections, and the courſe of time, and 
change of circumſtances, will ever render neceſſary; 
and which, when the genera! voice of a free people 
aſks for them, will never be refuſed. Thus may we 
retrieve ourſelves from that alarming tendency to 
irreligion and anarchy, which have long been ſpread- 
ing themſelves faſt in Europe, and now threaten 
to precipitate every kingdom and nation into utter 
ruin. Thus ſhall we deliver ourſelves from thoſe 
plauſible hypocrites, thoſe factious declaimers, thoſe 
ignorant leaders, with their deluded followers, whoſe 
pretexts are publicr good, but whole aim is private 
advantage : whoſe language is peace, but whoſe 
counſels are f#Haughter and ruin. Let France, let 
Holland, let Italy and Switzerland teſtify, that where 
men of ſuch a deſcription are ſuftered to take their 
-ourſe, though © the land be as the garden of Eden 


5 


before them,” they will leave it © behind them a 


Jefolate wildernels.” 


Having diſcuſſed all the above points at ſome 
length, I thall not add much on the general conduct 
of your lives. It ſeems indeed amply ſufficient for 
commending the Moral Duties of the Goſpel, to 
2ame them to you. They are a /upreme regard and 
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_ gratitude to Him who made, who hath redeemed, who 
fanctifieth you; juftice and goodneſs toward all; 
moderation and purity in the government of your- 
ſelves. At moſt, as theſe are the continual ſubjects 
of our diſcourſes to you from the pulpit, I ſhall only 
. fay, that if they are thought by any to be incompa- 
tible with the pleaſures and advantages of this life, 
as far as thoſe are truly defirable—much more, if 
they are thought to detract from chearfulneſs and 
comfort, ſuch men groſsly miſtake or miſrepreſent 
them. At the ſame time, let me admoniſh you that 
they are, both in their own nature, and by the blefling 
of Him who watcheth over all his works and laws, 
the only ſure and perfect means of procuring preſent 
happineſs. Diſappointments, calamities, and diſtreſſes 
are indeed incident to all, as they are alſo neceſſary 
for all in this ſtate of trial and preparation for a 
future, eternal life. But we confidently affirm, that if 
you take due care to underſtand thoſe duties aright. 


as they are delivered in the word of God, they truly 


are, in their natural and ordinary conſequence, the 
cauſe of health, competence, credit, undiſſembled 
peace and chearfulneſs of mind; and, farther, unde! 
all circumſtances whatever of calamity, the ſure cauſe 
of content and reſignation. Look into the world, 


and ſee for yourſelves, whether any other principle or 
faſhion of conduct can, after all its promiſes, really 
effect any thing like this. Conſider then, as it 
becomes 
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becomes men, the unreaſonablenejs and folly of 
adopting any courſe of life beſide that which the 
all-wiſe Author of mankind has mercifully revealed 
for their welfare and happineſs. For are we not in 
truth to regard the laws of God, which his creatures 
are required to obey, only as the directions and advice 
of a moſt benevolent, all-gracious Father, who having 
created us, and all things with which we are con- 
cerned, hath graciouſly made known to us that 
courſe of life and temper of mind, which alone 
are ſuitable to our nature and conducive to our good! 


| 


There remains but one ſubject more to be brought 
before you; and with this I ſhall conclude. If, then, 
a real delire of the everlaſting benefits of the Goſpel, 
or of the preſent happineſs of mankind. ſhall excite 
in you a care of fulfilling its duties, and, perhaps, 
{hall make fome of you regret that you have been, 
formerly, too negligent about them, let me, laſtly, 
intreat thoſe of you that are parents and maſters of 
families, in behalf of your Children and Servants. 
[hey are under your direction; or are, at leaſt, more 
ſubject to your influence than to any other in the 
world. Let them then receive at your hands that 
charity, without which all other kindneſs is but 
mockery; I mean, inftruction and advice, in order 
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that they may not miſs of pre/ent and eternul happi- 
neſs. They are committed by God to your care ; 
and, if you act in this point with prudence as well as 
with affection, vou have abundant reaſon to hope the 
happieſt effects from your attention to them. Reli- 
gion, with all its duties, is to be recommended to 
them as 2 7s reaſonable, and © the one thing needful ” 
for cen man's peace and comfort. Without pre- 
ſenting it, therefore, to their view as a melancholy, 
a burthenſome taſk, or as flight and ceremonious 
only; without debarring them from uſeful, innocent, 
and moderate recreation; I exhort vou to uſe all 
likely means of ſhewing them hy they ſhould be 
Chriſtians indeed, and how they are to become ſuch. 
To children, it is more obyioully the duty of parents 
and guardians, and of all to whom the parental 
office is wholly or in part entruſted, to give ſuch 
attention; both as it is always neceſſary, and is gene— 
rally fure of being fucceſsful in their early vears. 
To erbaute it muſt be afforded variouſly, according 
to their ſeveral needs and capacities, and other cir- 
cumitances. 

Such ſervants as are very ignorant, and children, 
are provided by our Church with an excellent form 
of inſtruction in her Catechiſm. This is the firſt 
thing which they ought to learn: nor are they to 
learn the words only, but either to be inſtructed 


by degrees in the meaning of every part, or to 
have 
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have ſome of thoſe printed explanations put into 
their hands, of which their Miniſter may approve. 
f all this be done, which is ſurely no difficult taſk ; 
if they regularly frequent the Church; it by their 
{crious attention to the appointed portions of Scrip- 
ture, to the prayers, and to the ſermon, they confirm 
and increaſe their religious knowledge, I ſee nothing 
which can be thought farther requiſite to chriſtian 
instruction. 

And here I now conclude my Addreſs to you, 
having faid all that appears to be my duty in this 
way to lay before you: and J intreat you to believe 
me, when J ſolemnly ſay, that nothing but my ſincere 
and firm perſuaſion, that your welfare both here and 
hereafter is involved in the ſubjects I have explained, 
could have induced me to write this addreſs. May 
he God. and Father of all, before whom we all live, 
1 whom our few days on this earth are numbered, 
ben our eyes fo that we © may ſce the things which 
belong to our peace ; ' that, having lived together 
4s faithful members of his Church on earth, we may 
meet again, the joyful partakers of his glorious King— 
dom in Heaven, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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By the fame Author, 


EIGHT SER MONS, 
PREACHED REFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, 


IN THE YEAR 1791, 


AT 


the Lecture founded by the Rev. John Bampton. 
——_&r— 


ALSO, : 
A SERMON, 
PREACHED BEFORE THE SAME UNIVERSITY, 


June 11, 1792, 
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